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Map 4: Opportunities, Constraints
and Concept
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Zone 3: Div ersification with  production focus
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Zone 3: Div ersification with  production focus
Opportunities:
- Several stands suitable for clear-fell and restock
- Site conditions allow for alternative species to be planted
- Protect or increase red squirrel h abitat
Constraints:
- Felling operations lik ely to h av e im pact on recreational users of
forest
- Potential issues with  adjacency of felling and restock coupes
- Site conditions m ay only allow for narrow range of species
- Som e red squirrel h abitat h as reach ed felling age
Concept:
T h is zone cov ers th e lower slopes and valleys present in th e
rem ainder of th e block wh ere soil and clim ate data indicates a
wider range of species th an is currently present could be
supported wh ile still producing a valuable tim ber resource. Future
restock ing in th is area will focus on transitioning to Scots pine and
nativ e broadleaf h abitats and increasing th e cov erage of
“alternativ e” conifers such  as Norway spruce and Noble fir.
Increasing th e cov erage of th ese species will also increase
suitable h abitat for red squirrel.

Zone 1: Core spruce production area
Opportunities:
- Many areas suitable for both  LISS and clearfell/restock
m anagem ent
- Abundant regeneration in eastern end of block
Constraints:
- Felling operations will potentially h ave effect on recreational
users of forest
- Som e parts of zone are prom inent in local landscape
- Regeneration usually occurs at h igh  densities and is m ostly
single species
Concept:
T h is area is generally on h igh er ground wh ere th ere is an existing
spruce crop and large am ounts of regeneration h as been
observed. Much  of th e Eastern side of th is zone lends its self to
LISS m anagem ent wh ich  would also h elp with  potential
landscaping issues wh ich  would arise from  clearfelling.
Opportunities to add som e div ersity in th e form  of productiv e
m ixtures and riparian species can also be taken wh ere possible.

Zone 2: Species div ersification, water quality and peatland
m anagem ent
Opportunies:
- Im prov e riparian h abitats around watercourses
- Increase flood m itigation potential
- Protect or increase suitable h abitat for Scottish  wildcat
- Several areas of deep peat wh ich  could be suitable for
restoration
Constraints:
- Spruce regeneration present in som e areas wh ich  would ideally
h av e riparian species coverage
- Peat restoration m ay inv olve deforestation
- Lack of brash /windblow for den sites in som e ares of th e block
Concept:
T h is zone m ostly encom passes low lying, flat or gently sloping
areas with in th e valley for Malsach  Burn as well as Knock andy Hill
wh ere th ere are plans to create a clean-water area. T h is zone
also includes th e vast m ajority of deep-peat with  th e potential for
restoration with in th e plan area. T h ere is also a significant area of
windblow wh ich  could be retained as deadwood reserve and
potential h abitat for Scottish  Wildcat den sites.


