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Ariundle plateau and Longrigg:
Core timber production areas over the next 10-15 years.  Trees are reaching maturity.  Prioritise the felling of
Dothistroma affected Lodgeploe pine (LP) in the central part of the Ariundle plateau and the NW half of
Longrigg, include much of the Larch component.  The areas less vulnerable to windthrow will be felled last.
Road construction is required to access these areas should commence early in the plan period.
Crop resilience is paramount to adapt to, and mitigate the effects of climate change.  Species choice will maximise
production through the use of Sitka Spruce (SS), with other commercial species which are suited to these sites, as 
well as being resilient for the predicted climate expected in 2050.  Growth rates for spruces and firs will be enhanced
through provenance selection and improved soil fertility - enabled by the use of pine nurse crops, such as Alaskan
Lodgepole pine and Scots pine depending on soil conditions.  The nurse crops will enable self thinning, improve
growth and form of the commercial species - optimising the volume of timber available for forest products which
can be converted into long term carbon storage uses.
Crop stability improved through appropriate ground preparation and drainage, including the avoidance of deep
peat.  Replanting of native trees and shrubs to create riparian woodland habitat around all watercourses will
improve biodiversity resilience as well as creating permanent windfirm edges for the commercial crop.
The restructuring of these areas will improve the look of the forest in the wider landscape by:
- Fell coupes following natural boundaries where possible.
- The use of native trees and open space to break up the monotony of straight boundary edges, as well as
  diversifying conifer species where possible.
- The native woodland protective buffer adjacent to the Western boundary of the SSSI/SAC, NNR designation
  will help to address the issue of mature conifer species visually interrupting the upper margin of the Oak wood as
  viewed from the trails along the Strontian river.

The trails in Ariundle interlink with the NatureScot trail network in the NNR with the 
FLS car park used as a shared facility.  The riverside walk and associated structures,
the car park and bridal path will be maintained, as will the trails and structures in
Phemies' Wood.  FLS will continue to work with NatureScot to ensure the visitor 
experience is maintained throughout. The Fairies' Road path is a core path, however,
it is not promoted by FLS, thus investment in its upkeep will only occur if funding
becomes available.

Expected sale of Longrigg to the local community.  Contingency plan for the replanting
of commercial conifer species, but also consider conversion to native woodland.
Restructuring will consider the proximity of neighbouring properties and utilities 
regarding species choice, stand structure, amenity value and open space.

The public roads on the approach to Ariundle, (U1317) and Longrigg
(U1321), are narrow and lined with private properties.  Requires
consultation with Highland Council.  These issues will be considered
during timber haulage and road stone delivery operations.

Topography and isolation from the forest
roads makes these coupes difficult to harvest.
Larch may require early felling.  Remaining 
conifer species to be removed at the same time.
Re-plant with native species to remove the 
need to access this location for future
harvesting.  Take the opportunity to create
small new plant areas to link these isolated
woods, improving the amenity and biodiversity
value of this location.

Watercourses within Eggadale Glen and Ariundle plateau affect the
local public water supply.  Through the process of felling and replanting,
all watercourses will have native riparian habitat restored which will
provide further protection for water quality and soil management.

Extend the forest road, in phases, from South Carnoch to access
the isolated areas of Larch in Eggadale Glen in preparation of an
outbreak to Phytophthora Ramorum (as per FLS Larch Strategy).
Aim to remove around 20% of the Larch component from the LMP
area during Fell Phase 1.

Remove the poorly performing areas of Sitka spruce
from the peaty areas on the summit of Carnoch once
the trees are economically viable.

Warmer, fertile and deeper soils provide the best
opportunity to replant with a variety of commercial
conifer species to increase resilience to the effects
of a changing climate.  Good forest roading and easy
access to the markets further improve economic 
resilience.  Existing felled areas will be replanted
during the first half of the plan period.

Felling will provide the opportunity to create an extended riparian habitat to
protect the quality of the private water supply in South Carnoch.  The NW
Carnoch riparian catchment will be improved.  These permanent habitats will
help combat the effects of weather events on soil stability, sedimentation 
and run-off.

Replanting will consider the amenity and safety impact of trees 
adjacent to utilities and private properties, through the use of
broadleaf trees and shrubs and open space.

Public water
supply weir.
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