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Scotland’s National
Forest Estate is
responsibly
managed fo the

UK Woodland
Assurance Standard.
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The forest contains an important heritage feature
known as 'Octagon Wood' - part of a much larger
18th century designed landscape.
Opportunity to design road access to reflect formal
geometric design of this landscape & link in with

existing path network.
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The plan area forms an important component
of views looking north from Gartmorn Dam
Country Park & the wider core path network.

Removal of unstable conifers at the southern boundary & |
re-stocking with native broadleaves provides opportunity
to soften edge views of the forest from key viewpoints
& help it blend more sympathetically with surrounding
broadleaved woodland.
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The plan area forms part of a connected network of
native woodland and informal recreation areas for
local communities.

Opportunity to improve connectivity of native woodland
over plan period.
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In the longer term, opportunity to move towards lower
intensity forest management systems - deemed more
sympathetic to informal visitor usage for

this particular woodland.
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Harvesting operations in the woodland
continue to be challenging due to:
1. Haulage & machine access constraints.
2. Older conifer blocks in the south & west
increasingly isolated from transfer points.
3. Potential conflict with a range of activities
& resources within & around the forest.
Opportunity to improve internal forest road access to reduce
machine extraction distances & operational conflict with forest
users, neighbours & local businesses.

Opportunity to target removal of more isolated conifer stands
& replace with native broadleaves.

Opportuntiy to remove Larch & potential for spread of
Phytophthora ramorum.

Substantial windblow throughout conifer
areas mainly resulting from Storm Arwen

Opportunity to clear windblow throughout forest &
unblock wider path network.
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Forestry and e , G felling. thinnine & forest road plan to red
Land Scotland Proposed new road to be extended from existing transfer | Gradually reduce conifers over next 50\years toa level 3 i - year ening, Funning S orest road plan 1o reeuee

of 5 - 10%. Restock with W11 Oak / Birch Woodland. management conflicts & improve management access in the
Retain & create deadwood habitat & veteran i longer term.
(old growth) trees where safe to do so.
Maintain minimum intervention natural reserve whilst
allowing some amenity thinning / enhancement work
immediately adjacent to well-used path networks.
Existing path networks to be maintained.

Coilltearachd agus point then join and run at central point within the designed
' Fearann Alba avenue or 'spoke' of main Octagon Wood feature
(see Map 18). The road will replace the existing path
Gartmorn Forest running to the north of the covered reservoir & connect to
Land Management Plan 2023-2033 the wider p_ath net_work' . _ _
B Post operation maintenance will include laying a fine blaze
surface along central line of the road.

Key aims:
Remove existing windblow.
B Remove more isolated & unthinned mature conifer stands
including Larch.
| Thin younger broadleaved stands.
4 Allow for the retention of deadwood where safe to do so.
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Map 13 Concepts (Strategies)
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Map 16 - forest access & proposed roads
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impact on key viewpoints from the Country Park
but will be mitigated by screening from surrounding
Scotland’s National ) ( ) § woodland. The long term transformation of the plan e A T X
Forest Estate is area to native broadleaves will be accompanied by ARl (o et I 2 broadleavesis

teagcnalbly smaller scale felling and more diverse age structures,
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UK Woodland _rscromen sy b reducing future landscape impacts of forest operations.
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