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The Gordon Way is a long distance path the starts
at the car park at the top of Suie hill and runs through

the eastern half of the block heading towards Bennachie.
When coupes are to be worked adjacent to the Gordon

Way take the opportunity to improve the environs of the 
route.

There are three seperate PAWS areas within
the plan boundary.

The aim is to fully restore these areas to native
pine woodland to meet both timber and biodiversity

objectives. However they are a low priority 
compared to other PAWS areas across the district
so the work will be undertaken over a long time 
period by utilising planned operations such as 

selective thinning.

The SSSI within the forest block is a small part of a
much bigger designated area. The site is cited for a 
common gull breeding colony although it is recorded
by SNH as in "unfavourable declining" condition and

"to be denotified" at its last site visit in 2001.
Liase with SNH to establish the latest condition of the
site and asertain if there are any actions that can be 
undertaken as part of the management of the area

to improve the overall site condition.

Most of the western half of the block contains large 
areas of mostly even aged Sitka spruce growing on 
soils with poor or very poor nutrient regimes. These 

crops in the process of just recieving their first thinning.
Work with the FCS landscape architect to design felling 
coupes that will start to diversify the structure of the 
crops while fitting with the underlying land form and 

local landscape. 

There are existing areas of open ground that are mostly
associated with the higher ground, where moorland habitat

is dominant, and burn sides.
Retain the areas of open ground and expand them where

appropriate to increase their biodiversity value. Where possible
these will be associated with other habitats with higher biodiversity

value, such a broadleaf woodland, to create habitat networks. 

The quality of the soils in the block
means that a limited range of species are

suitable for restocking.

Select as wide a range of species for 
restocking to increase the species diversity

within the block with the proviso of selecting
species that perform well on these site conditions.

Use ESC together with practical experience of
what grows well on this site.

Current crop and conditions allow a planned 
programme of harvesting to be undertaken.

Manage suitable areas to increase the quality 
and quantity of timber products that can

sequester carbon.
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